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WHEN PETER PARKER WAS BITTEN BY A RADIOACTIVE SPIDER, HE GAINED THE PROPORTIONAL SPEED, STRENGTH AND AGILITY OF 

A SPIDER; ADHESIVE FINGERTIPS AND TOES; AND THE UNIQUE PRECOGNITIVE AWARENESS OF DANGER CALLED "SPIDER-SENSE”! 

AFTER LEARNING THAT WITH GREAT POWER THERE MUST ALSO COME GREAT RESPONSIBILITY, HE BECAME THE CRIME-FIGHTING 
SUPER HERO CALLED... 


While reporting on an Alchemax demonstration for 
his new job as the Daily Bugle’s science ealitor, Peter 
Fought off an attack by the GOBLIN KING with help 
From ANT/-VENOM. Although the villain escaped, 
Peter reconnected with his former love turned! 
Stark C.E.0., MARY JANE WATSON’ 


All the while, another mayor figure from Peter’s 
past scherned from the shadows. Stripped of his 
abilities, NORMAN OSBORN has worked tirelessly 
to become the GREEN GOBLIN, Spider-Man’s oldest 
and deadliest enemy, once more. 


In his desperation, Norman joined with one of the 
universe’s most dangerous weapons...the CARNAGE 
SYMBIOTE. This union solved Norman’s problem anal 
spells certain doom for Spider-Man... 
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SPIDER-MAN CREATED BY STAN LEE & STEVE DITKO 
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Yes, it’s cold in my office here at Marvel, but this 
issue has given me shivers every time I’ve read 
it. There are few people in comics scarier than 
Norman Osborn. Spider-Man is in some deep 
doo-doo. 


HEY THERE, WEB-HEADS! Welcome to the 
beginning of the end as “GO DOWN SWINGING” 
kicks off and your lives will never be the same. 
We have so much planned for you in this arc and 
| don’t want to give away anything, so let’s just 
dive into your letters. 


Hello, 


| have been a collector and fan since issue #300 
way back in the ’80s. What an issue to start out with! 
That’s when the spider bit me and | was hooked. 


Over the years, | have collected all the titles with a 
never-ending appetite to see who Spidey would face 
off against next. | also personally relate to that old 
Parker luck. | find that this character has had such an 
impact on my life and on the lives of who knows how 
many other fans out there. You writers and artists 
may never understand the genius of Spider-Man as 
role model. 


| started reading THE AMAZING SPIDER-MAN to 
my daughter when she was born. She is four and 
already hooked! Now, my wife and | have twin boys 
named Peter and Parker! | cannot wait to show them 
this amazing universe that the Marvel team has 
created and to see their wonder and awe as each 
page is turned. Thank you, guys, for all your hard 
work. Keep those stories coming! 


Steve Kaczala 
Hazlet, NJ 


You win, Steve. Not only the game of life to be 
blessed with three incredible kids, but naming 
your new babies “Peter” and “Parker” cements 
your place as #1 Spider-Man fan. You heard it 
here first, True Believers! And knowing full well 
how incredible AMAZING SPIDER-MAN #300 is, 
it makes sense that you were hooked. We try 
to make every issue live up to the moniker, but 
make sure you mark your calendar for #800! 


Dear Spidey-Office. 


| am really enjoying the “Threat Level: Red” arc and 
the return of Norman Osborn. | have a few questions 
for you guys: 


1. What inspired Dan Slott’s last ASM run? 

2. Do you have an idea of where Spider-Man will go 
after ASM #801? 

3. | would love for Greg Weisman to take over as 
the new writer of ASM. What do you guys think of 
the idea? 


Yours sincerely, 
Emeka Uzoh. 


Thanks for the letter, Emeka! Talked to Dan 
about your first question and he explained that 
since he started his run, Norman Osborn/Green 
Goblin were pretty much off the table because 
of Norman’s huge role in THUNDERBOLTS, 
DARK AVENGERS, H.A.M.M.E.R. and so on. 
The first time he really got to use him was in 
SUPERIOR SPIDER-MAN! Pretty much the same 


thing happened to Carnage. He was always in 
one thing or another, so when Dan finally got 
the opportunity he had the idea to bring them 
together! As for what we’ve got planned after 
#801, we'll probably have announced our new 
creative team by the time you’re reading this, but 
just in case, I'll refrain from talking about them. 
Their plans are awesome and huge and crazy 
and scary and...AAAHHHH!!! I’m also a big fan 
of Greg Weisman (Gargoyles is pretty much the 
best), but he’s not taking the AMAZING SPIDER- 
MAN reins. Maybe we'll get him back to Marvel on 
something else! 


Dear Editor, 


It is very good to see this mag back to form after 
the VENOM event. | love the intricate plots, 
characterization and the action. Stuart Immonen’s art 
is especially beautiful. Mr. Slott seems to be making 
a strong final push on the title to make us miss him 
when he goes. 


Regards, 
Fresno Comic Fan 


Stuart is the absolute best, isn’t he? | mean, | 
don’t want to take away from all the other artists 
who work on this book, but | think they’d all pick 
Stuart as their favorite artist, too! As for Dan, he’s 
definitely trying to go out on a high note, and “Go 
Down Swinging” has about as many high notes 
as anything Dan’s written. 


Hey guys, 


Just want to let you all know that “Venom Inc.” was 
incredible. Thank you so much for bringing Flash 
back as Anti-Venom and hopefully we get to see an 
ongoing Anti-Venom series featuring Hellfire Mania 
(feel free to use that name). 


Also, is it okay if Mike Costa takes over THE 
AMAZING SPIDER-MAN after Dan Slott? And can 
you please keep Ryan Stegman as the artist? 


But seriously, give me the Flash Thompson Anti- 
Venom book. | know you must have it in the works at 
Marvel. Give it to us, please. 


Thanks, 
Joey 


Joey, you’re the best. So glad you liked “Venom 
Inc.” And Flash is the best. Isn’t it crazy that he 
used to be the biggest jerk in comics? For the 
kids reading, sometimes bullies grow out of it. 
And sometimes they don’t. We’ll get to work on 
that ANTI-VENOM book for you, Joey. 


Hello True Believers, 


just wanted to thank you for having the Superior 
Dan Slott write THE AMAZING SPIDER-MAN for the 
jast ten years. | was always a huge Spidey fan and 
have been collecting ASM since the “Clone Saga” 
but fell off in the early 2000s. One day, | happened 
upon “Big Time” and | haven’t missed an issue since. 


Dan, along with Humberto Ramos and Stuart 
mmonen, have inspired me to cosplay as Spidey 
along with life-sized re-creations of comic book 
covers and panels. | had the honor of meeting Dan 
Slott at two comic book conventions in Florida and 
had epic photo ops with him and Humberto Ramos. 
feel that you will have some big shoes to fill after 
Dan leaves but his legacy will live on forever. I’m sure 
Stan Lee is proud of what Dan Slott brought to the 
“web of life”. 


Excelsior, 
Luis Romero 


Dan’s actually told me about you after those 
conventions, Luis. You’re one of his favorite 
fans. Thanks for your passionate fandom and 
hope you like our attempt at shoe-filling when 
we announce it! I’ll admit, | was a little skeptical 
when we announced Dan all these years ago, and 
his work (and Humberto’s and everyone since) 
proved the doubtful me a buffoon. 


Hello! 


Great work during both THE AMAZING SPIDER- 
MAN main book and “Venom Inc.” | have some 
questions about what’s coming next: 


1. Will Black Cat become an ally of Spider-Man once 
again? 

2. Will Madame Web make a return? What about 
Andy Benton/Mania and Flash/Agent Anti-Venom? 
Kaine or Ben Reilly? 

3. Will the plot about Weasel and Mephisto be 
continued? 

4. In the upcoming “Damnation” crossover, will 
Mephisto have something to say to Ben Reilly about 
Peter? 

5. Will Ryan Stegman continue to do ASM artwork 
occasionally? His work is very good! 


lan Nava Huber 


So many questions! Okay, let’s dig in! It’s 
impossible to say what’s going to happen with 
Black Cat without spoiling things! Okay, your 
second question was like five questions in 
one. We don’t have Madame Web plans right 
now. Andi’s awesome, so time will tell. Flash is 
going to be all over “Go Down Swinging,” and 
if Joey from earlier has his way we’ll be kicking 
off a series any minute. Ben Reilly literally has a 
book with his name in the title, lan. Peter David 
writes it with Will Sliney (mainly) on art and it’s 
awesome. The plot about Mephisto and Weasel is 
a trickier one to answer, so | won’t! You’ll have to 
read the aforementioned BEN REILLY: SCARLET 
SPIDER to know whether Mephisto’s going to 
bring up Peter. And Ryan Stegman has some big 
BIG plans that we’ll be announcing soon. The 
book he’s working on is going to melt your face 
off. In a good way? | hope. 

Hi, 
| just want say that | enjoy all of the Spidey books 
these days! 


| have a suggestion about a possible connection 
between THE AMAZING SPIDER-MAN and PETER 
PARKER: THE SPECTACULAR SPIDER-MAN. 
Since Jameson is a new ally who knows Peter’s 
secret identity in SPECTACULAR, you should also 
use this development in AMAZING! 


José David Catemac 


Uh, if you’ve just read this issue, you know 
there’s an AWFUL connection between the two 
books. Awful for Jonah, great for you fans. That’s 
all the time and space we have. You all rule. | hope 
we don’t give you too many nightmares. Blame 
Slott. See you all next month when we have TWO 
amazing issues of “Go Down Swinging”!!! 


-Nattering Nick 
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